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Lesson Plan: Author Sharon Shuck – Grandfather’s Blood 

 

 

Essential Questions 

• Why do authors choose to write historical fiction from personal or imagined 

perspectives? 

• What can we learn from writing in the voice of someone who lived through history? 

• How does imagining the life of an “average” person challenge the way we think about 

history? 

 
Learning Goals 

• Assume the voice of a historical (but not famous) person and write a short story 

• Research how everyday people were affected by major historical events 

• Apply critical thinking, research, and narrative writing skills to synthesize learning 

 

Media & Research Resources 
Type Title 

       Video PBS Native Report: Author Sharon Shuck  

 

Student Final Product Options (choose one): 

Students will write a historical short story from the perspective of an everyday person 

living through a major historical event. The story should reflect authentic detail based on 

research, and be written in the first-person voice, as if the writer is that person. 

    Note: Stories should be rooted in historical reality, but include imagined voice, 

thought, and emotion, similar to Sharon Shuck’s approach in Grandfather’s Blood. 
 

Lesson Breakdown 

Day 1 – Video & Discussion: 

• Watch Native Report segment on Sharon Shuck 

• Class discussion using these questions: 

o Why do you think Shuck chose to write from Frank Doolittle’s perspective? 

o What challenges could come from writing in a historical person’s voice? 

o What can we learn by stepping into someone else’s shoes from the past? 

• Begin brainstorming time periods and themes for student stories 

• Start light research on chosen historical setting or event 

Day 2 – Writing & Reflection: 

• Write a short story from the perspective of a non-famous person who lived through the 

chosen historical period 

• Include researched context and realistic detail 

Grade Level 6–8 Time Needed 2 class periods 

https://www.pbs.org/video/author-sharon-shuck-c5uah8/
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• Reflect on what it means to tell stories about the past 

 

Writing Guidelines for Students 

• Choose a historical time and place where many people were affected 

• Research daily life, culture, challenges, and environment of the time 

• Create a fictional voice for your average person (not a celebrity or major historical figure) 

• Write your story as if you are that person — include thoughts, emotions, and everyday 

experiences 

• •  Length: 1–2 pages (typed or handwritten) 

 

Follow-Up Class Discussion 

• What did you expect to find in your research? Did anything surprise you? 

• What was most challenging about writing in a historical voice? 

• Did anything unexpected come out in your story? 

• What’s happening in the world today that someone might write about in the future? What 

might they get right — or wrong — about your life? 

 

Assessment Criteria 

Category Exceeds Expectations Meets Expectations Needs Improvement 

Historical 
Accuracy 

Well-researched and 
rooted in real-world 
context 

Includes key facts and 
relevant detail 

Lacks evidence of 
research or accuracy 

Narrative Voice 
Strong, believable first-
person perspective 

Consistent voice 
throughout 

Voice unclear or 
inconsistent 

Creativity & 
Storytelling 

Engaging, vivid, and 
emotionally resonant 

Clear storytelling with 
structure 

Lacks organization or 
engagement 

Research 
Integration 

Weaves research 
seamlessly into story 

Uses research to inform 
scenes or context 

Little to no use of 
research in writing 
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