QOPBs

Lesson Plan: Dakota Language Speakers on the Beauty of the Language

’ Grade Level ‘ 10-12 ’ Time Needed ‘ 20-30 minutes of one class period

Essential Questions
e What makes learning the Dakota language more than just learning the words?

Minnesota State Standards
English Language Arts

9.3.2.1 Adapt communication to different contexts and audiences, using
formal English when appropriate.

10.2.1.2 Write with command of grammar and mechanics to influence voice
and style.

10.3.1.1 Engage in discussion and collaboration, including Dakota and

Anishinaabe perspectives, and express one’s own ideas and
experiences.
10.3.3.1 Thoughtfully analyze and create written, oral, and digital content for
appropriate purposes and audiences.

Social Studies Standards

17.6.1 Examine identity and ways of knowing from Dakota and Anishinaabe
voices.
20.6.2 Understand Dakota and Anishinaabe interactions and how they view

their own histories.
World-Readiness Standards for Learning Languages

Language Comparisons Investigate and compare languages and how they function.
Relating Cultural Understand how culture influences language practices and values.
Practices to Perspectives

Lifelong Learning Reflect on progress and set goals in language learning.

Learning Goals
e Understand the personal and cultural reasons why Dakota language teaching is urgent
e Recognize the intergenerational trauma of language loss and current efforts to heal it
o Engage in class discussion and reflection on the importance of immersion and language-

based identity
Media & Research Resources
Type Title
. Video Native Report: Dakota Language Speakers (Begin at 11:59)
D Worksheet | Student viewing guide (provided in class)

Student Final Product Options (choose one):

Integrity | Respect | Community | Learning | Creativity | Curiosity



https://www.pbs.org/video/preserving-the-language-5b36od/

QOPBs

Students will use the video and viewing guide to complete short responses and cultural
reflections. These will be submitted individually and used in class discussions.

e Complete the video response questions in full sentences
e Research and present on the effects of boarding schools on language loss
e Define “immersion school,” locate nearby examples, and reflect on their value

Note: These activities total 35 points and may include individual or small group
presentation.

Lesson Breakdown
In-Class (20-30 minutes):
e Watch video clip starting at 11:59
e Complete guided worksheet with responses
e Engage in class discussion on cultural resilience and Dakota identity

Optional Enrichment / “For Further Thought”:
e Explore boarding school history and its connection to language loss
e Define and locate language immersion schools in Minnesota
e Use platforms like Flipgrid, Google Slides, or TikTok to present findings

Assessment Criteria

. . Needs
Category Exceeds Expectations Meets Expectations
Improvement
. Incomplete or
. Detailed and thoughtful Responds completely to all P
Video Response . vague
responses to all prompts guestions
responses
Weak or
Research Deep historical insight and Basic overview with lacking
Connection clear presentation connection to topic historical
understanding
Minimal or
Cultural Insightful link to resilience Connects language to unclear
Understanding and identity cultural meaning cultural
reflection
Language Strong understanding of Clear definition with Lacks clarity or
Comparison Task immersion and schooling examples evidence

Integrity | Respect | Community | Learning | Creativity | Curiosity
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