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Lesson Plan: Fond du Lac Language Table Project 

 

 

Essential Questions 

• How did policy enacted on Native Americans in the late nineteenth century impact 
the need for Anishinaabe language schools today? 

• Why are some Elders only now learning the language? 

• Why aren’t all students learning Anishinaabe in school? 
 

State Standards 

MN 6.4.4.20.4 Describe Minnesota and federal American Indian policy of the late nineteenth 
and twentieth centuries and its impact on Anishinaabe and Dakota people, 
especially in the areas of education, land ownership, and citizenship. 

MN 6.4.1.2.1 Pose questions about a topic in Minnesota history, gather a variety of primary 
and secondary sources, analyze sources for credibility, use evidence to draw 
conclusions, and present findings. 

 

Learning Goals 

• Students will gather information to answer a specific historical inquiry question. 

• Students will present their findings in a creative or informational format that 
demonstrates research and understanding. 

 
Media & Research Resources 

Type Title 

       Video Native Report: Fond du Lac Language Table Project  

    Web Resource Canoe Project Organizer  

    Web Resource Boarding School History – Milwaukee Public Museum  

    Web Resource Language Preservation in Michigan – Lansing State Journal  

    Web Resource Ojibwe Language Revitalization in Schools – Twin Cities Pioneer Press  

 

Student Final Product Options (choose one): 

Students will use the research organizer (located on the next page) to help guide their thinking 
and gather evidence before creating one of the following final products: 
 

• A 4–6 paragraph informational essay  

• A visual flipbook  

• A poster with visuals and key facts  

• Another creative product (pre-approved by teacher) 

 
 
 
 
 

Grade Level 6 Time Needed 4 class periods 

https://www.pbs.org/video/fond-du-lac-language-table-project-hkoxlf/
https://canoe.csumc.wisc.edu/LdFCanoe_subpage_South_History_3.html
http://www.mpm.edu/content/wirp/ICW-41.html
https://www.lansingstatejournal.com/story/travel/michigan/2014/11/19/chippewa-tribes-children-preserving-anishinaabe-language/19279701/
https://www.twincities.com/2008/12/13/schools-are-keeping-the-ojibwe-language-alive/
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Research Organizer 

Policy Supporting Fact #1 Supporting Fact #2 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Assessment Criteria 

Category Exceeds Expectations Meets Expectations Needs Improvement 

Historical Accuracy Deep research; strong 
evidence; citations 

Accurate; uses relevant 
facts 

Incomplete or 
contains errors 

Use of Sources Analyzes and integrates 
multiple sources 

Uses at least two 
appropriate sources 

Weak or missing use 
of sources 

Creativity & Format Exceptional creativity and 
organization 

Clearly presented 
product 

Lacks clarity or effort 

Policy Impact 
Understanding 

Strong insight into policy 
and revitalization link 

Basic understanding 
with examples 

Weak or unclear 
understanding 
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