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Lesson Plan: Giimaadji Ojibwe Language Roundtable 

 

 

Essential Questions 

• Why do schools teach a second language? 

• How does language immersion differ from traditional high school language learning 
models? 

• Why is it important to learn a second language, and how do people choose which 
one? 

• How can people who have lost access to their Indigenous languages reclaim and 
reinforce language use? 

• What model is best for learning and practicing a second or heritage language? 
 

State Standards 
MN 9.4.4.18.4 Describe the efforts of individuals, communities, and institutions to 

promote cultural, religious, and social reform movements. 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY. 
WHST.9-10.9 

Draw evidence from informational texts to support analysis, 
reflection, and research. 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY. 
WHST.9-10.10 

Write routinely over extended and shorter time frames for 
discipline-specific tasks and audiences. 

 
Learning Goals 

• Synthesize and organize information from multiple sources 

• Compare language acquisition models across cultures 

• Construct a persuasive response supported by evidence 

• Reflect on the connection between language and culture 

 

Media & Research Resources 

Type Title 

       Video Native Report: Giimaadji Ojibwe Language Roundtable  

    Web Resource Immersion Education: Parent Voices (CARLA)  

    Web Resource 6 Potential Brain Benefits of Bilingual Education – NPR 

    Web Resource Reflections on Bilingualism (CARLA)  

    Web Resource Benefits of L2 Learning in Early Childhood – UOregon 
 
 

Student Final Product Options (choose one): 
Students will use the research organizer (located on the next page) to help guide their thinking 
and gather evidence before creating one of the following final products: 
 

• A short persuasive essay defending a position on language immersion 

• A concept map comparing immersion and traditional language learning 

• A pros/cons chart that explores cultural, academic, and cognitive impacts of immersion 

• Another creative, evidence-based response (pre-approved by the teacher) 

Grade Level 9 Time Needed Two 50-minute class periods 

https://www.pbs.org/video/giimaadji-ojibwe-language-roundtable-85o90v/
http://carla.umn.edu/immersion/acie/vol10/may2007_parentsten.html
https://www.npr.org/sections/ed/2016/11/29/497943749/6-potential-brain-benefits-of-bilingual-education
http://carla.umn.edu/immersion/acie/vol7/Feb2004_Bilingual_Reflections.html
https://cpb-us-e1.wpmucdn.com/blogs.uoregon.edu/dist/8/15685/files/2012/07/forwebpageBenefitsL2_ECE10_17_14.pdf
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Lesson Breakdown 

Day 1 

 

• Class discussion prompts: 
 
o Why do schools teach second languages? 
o Have you experienced or seen other models of language learning? 
o Why might someone want or need to reclaim their language? 
o What are the best models for learning and maintaining a language? 

 

• Watch the Native Report video 

• Read and annotate articles 

• Create a concept map or pro/con list for language immersion (including cultural impact) 
 

Day 2 

 

• Write a short persuasive essay answering: 
 

o How does language immersion support a culture, and is immersion a model you 
believe benefits or hinders students? 
 

• Use evidence from the video and articles 

• (Optional: continue through writer’s workshop in future class) 
 

 
 

Assessment Criteria 
Category Exceeds Expectations Meets Expectations Needs Improvement 

Argument & 
Position 

Clearly defined argument 
with strong evidence 

Takes a position with 
some support 

Lacks clear argument 
or support 

Use of Sources 
Skillfully integrates 3+ 
relevant sources 

Uses 2+ sources 
appropriately 

Few or no sources 
used 

Cultural Insight 
Insightful connection to 
identity or heritage 

Explores culture-
language link 

Vague or missing 
cultural link 

Organization & 
Clarity 

Well-organized and 
polished 

Mostly clear and 
organized 

Lacks structure or 
clarity 
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