QOPBs

Lesson Plan: Horse Nation of the Oceti Sakowin

’ Grade Level

‘ 9-12 ‘ Time Needed | 4 class periods ‘

e [Essential Questions

e How did the introduction of horses impact Indigenous communities socially, culturally,
and politically—and how is that legacy remembered today?

Minnesota State Standards

MN 9.4.4.15.2 Describe change over time in selected Indigenous nations, including
migration, trade, and conflict.
MN 9.7.2.2 Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex

ideas, concepts, and information clearly and accurately through the
effective selection, organization, and analysis of content.

Learning Goals

time.

Sakowin nations.

e Students will research and synthesize historical impacts of horses on Native populations.
e Students will compose an informative essay that clearly presents evidence of change over

e Students will explore cultural continuity and the symbolism of the horse within Oceti

Media & Research Resources

Type

Title

. Video Native Report: Horse Nation of the Oceti Sakowin
Segment begins NR 1404, Segment 1

Activities Outline

mask design).

Day Activities

Day | Watch video. Begin research on how horses transformed Indigenous societies. Focus areas

1 may include trade, mobility, hunting, gender roles, spiritual significance, and political
structures.

Day | Complete research. Begin writing an informative essay that addresses historical and

2 cultural impacts. Students develop a clear thesis and outline.

Day | Complete rough draft. Participate in peer review and conference to improve structure,

3 clarity, and depth of evidence.

Day | Revise and finalize essays. Students may also begin an optional multimedia art piece that

4 visually represents the impact of the horse within Native cultures (e.g., collage, digital art,
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https://www.pbs.org/video/horse-nation-of-the-oceti-sakowin-sl4hsr/

QOPBs

Assessment Criteria

. . Needs
Category Exceeds Expectations Meets Expectations
Improvement
Historical Demonstrates complex Provides accurate Lacks depth or
analysis of change and description of change | contains

Understanding

continuity over time

over time

inaccuracies

Evidence &
Research

Synthesizes multiple
sources effectively;
thorough citations

Uses relevant sources
with basic citations

Relies on minimal
or vague sources

Informative Writing

Clear thesis; strong
organization and precise
language

Logical structure and
accurate explanation

Unclear focus or
disorganized writing

Peer Feedback
Integration

Thoughtful revisions based
on feedback

Makes general
revisions after review

Little evidence of
revision or
reflection

(Optional) Visual
Representation

Original, insightful, and
symbolically rich art

Visuals reflect topic
and show effort

Visuals lack depth
or relevance
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