QOPBs

Lesson Plan: Linda LeGarde Grover — Gichigami Hearts

’ Grade Level ‘ 10-12 ‘ Time Needed | Two 50-minute class periods

Essential Questions
e What does it mean to turn a life experience into a literary “portrait™?
e How does descriptive language enhance storytelling?
e What role does personal and collective memory play in writing?

State Standards

Code Description

10.1.8.1 Evaluate the impact of vocabulary and layered meaning in literary texts.

10.2.1.2 Write with grammar and mechanics that support strong voice and style.

10.2.2.2 Write to express identity and perspective in a global context.

11.2.6.2 Apply structural elements of personal or autobiographical essays.

11.3.1.1 Exchange ideas through storytelling and collaboration, considering Anishinaabe and
Dakota voices.

Learning Goals
e Engage in critical listening and literary analysis of an Ojibwe author’s storytelling
approach
e Write an original short story or personal essay that captures a vivid life experience
e Use descriptive language and structure to create literary “portraits”

& Media & Materials
Type Title
. Video Native Report: Gichigami Hearts — Linda LeGarde Grover
D Worksheet | Student viewing guide and writing prompts

Student Final Product Options (choose one):
Students will write a short story or personal essay that functions as a “portrait” of a
moment, place, or experience from their life. The writing should use vivid sensory detail
to help the reader visualize the scene and understand the emotions or meaning behind it.

Note: This writing is not a formal polished piece but should reflect thoughtful effort.
Students will be invited to share their work with the class.

Lesson Breakdown
Class Period 1:

e Watch Native Report video
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https://www.pbs.org/video/ojibwe-authors-latest-book-gichigami-hearts-qkmcrt/
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e Complete the viewing guide questions
e Discuss:
o How does Grover use description and structure to make memory come alive?
o What makes a personal story feel universal?
Class Period 2:
e Write a 1-2 page story or essay reflecting a personal experience
e Focus on place, memory, and sensory detail
e Share stories aloud or in small groups
e Discuss what it felt like to write and hear these “portraits”
ﬁ Class Discussion Questions
e What was it like turning a moment or experience into a written portrait?
e What challenges did you have in describing scenes for the reader?
e Why is it important to use descriptive language in writing stories?
e Did you feel more connected to your story as you wrote it? How?
Assessment Criteria
. . Needs
Category Exceeds Expectations Meets Expectations
Improvement
Use of Sensory, specific, and vivid Clear, appropriate Lacks description
Description language throughout descriptive detail or vague writing
. Distinct \{0|ce and Narrative voice is Weak or
Personal Voice | perspective add depth and . . . .
: consistent and present inconsistent voice
emotion
Well-organized with clear Logical flow; paragraph Lacks clear
Story Structure beginning, middle, and end | structure is evident organization
. : : . Uncl
Reflection of Strong link to community, Touches on theme with ne ear.
. : : . connection to
Theme identity, or memory supporting detail theme

Integrity | Respect | Community | Learning | Creativity | Curiosity



	Lesson Plan: Linda LeGarde Grover – Gichigami Hearts

