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Lesson Plan: Lowell Elementary Ojibwe Language Immersion Program 

 

 

Essential Questions 

• How is language connected to culture? 

• Why is Ojibwe language acquisition important to the Anishinaabe community? 

• How do past and current events influence the need for immersion schools? 

 

State Standards 

MN 9.4.4.18.4 Describe the efforts of individuals, communities, and institutions to 
promote cultural, religious, and social reform movements. 

 

Learning Goals 

• Understand how language serves as a core part of Anishinaabe culture 

• Analyze the historical and modern need for Ojibwe immersion schools 

• Evaluate and defend a position on the role of immersion programs in cultural 

revitalization 

 
 

Media & Research Resources 

Type Title 

       Video Native Report: Lowell Elementary Ojibwe Language Immersion Program  

    Web Resource 
Students conduct their own supplemental research as needed for context and 
evidence. 

 

Student Final Product Options (choose one): 

Students will reflect on class discussion and research, then use their position statement to 

create one of the following persuasive responses. This work will be supported by historical 

and current events discussed in class. 

• A persuasive essay in support of or against language immersion programs 

• A comparative chart outlining arguments for and against immersion, grounded in 

research 

• A one-pager visual defending their position 

• Another teacher-approved format (must include a clear claim and evidence) 

    Note: Students will begin by drafting a position statement in class and then develop it 

into a short persuasive essay. This is a first draft only; additional class time is needed for 

polishing. 
 
 
 
 
 

Lesson Breakdown 

Grade Level 9 Time Needed Two 50-minute class periods 

https://www.pbs.org/video/lowell-elementary-ojibwe-language-immersion-program-lijawq/
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Class Period 1: 

 

• Watch Native Report video 

• Research key historical and current events related to language immersion 

• Develop a position statement for or against immersion schools 
 

Class Period 2: 
 

• Use your position statement to write a persuasive essay 

• Support your argument with evidence from both the video and your research 

• Submit your draft for feedback or future revision 
 

 
 

Assessment Criteria 

Category Exceeds Expectations Meets Expectations 
Needs 

Improvement 

Argument & 
Structure 

Strong, clear claim with 
multiple supporting points 

Includes a claim and some 
supporting detail 

Weak or missing 
claim or structure 

Use of 
Evidence 

Cites video and 2+ historical 
or current examples 

Uses at least one source 
with relevant support 

Little to no 
evidence used 

Cultural 
Understanding 

Thoughtfully explores 
connection between 
language and culture 

Recognizes the cultural role 
of language 

Little or no 
cultural 
connection shown 

Persuasive 
Technique 

Well-crafted persuasive 
tone and reasoning 

Includes some persuasive 
language or logic 

Lacks persuasion 
or clarity 
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