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Lesson Plan: Making of a Mural – Anishinaabe Public Art and Community Voice 

 

 

Essential Questions 

• How does art work to bring the community together? 

 

Learning Goals 

• Analyze how mural art expresses identity, healing, and culture. 

• Interpret visual symbolism and understand its spiritual and communal intent. 

• Explore how collaborative artwork fosters community connection and voice. 

 

Minnesota State Standards 

ELA Standards 
10.2.1.2 Write with command of grammar and mechanics to influence voice and 

style. 

10.3.1.1 Exchange ideas in discussion and collaboration, as listener, speaker, and 
participant, including the voices and perspectives of Dakota and 
Anishinaabe people. 

10.3.3.1 Thoughtfully and safely access, analyze, and create written, oral, and digital 
content appropriate to audience and discipline. 

Minnesota Art Standards 

5.2.4.7.1 Identify processes an artist used to create a piece of art. 

5.7.4.7.1  Explain how display, location, and experience influence how artwork is 
perceived and valued. 

5.7.4.8.1 Analyze how cultures influence representation of ideas and emotions. 

5.9.4.8.1 Evaluate how art can influence feelings, ideas, and behaviors in audiences. 

 

       Media & Materials 

Type Title 

       Video 
Native Report: Making of a Mural (Segment begins at 12:03 in Native Report Season 16, 
Episode 4) 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Grade Level 10–12 Time Needed 1 class period (20–30 minutes) 

https://www.pbs.org/video/making-of-a-mural-15mara/
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Activities Outline 

Step Activities 

1 Watch the video segment: Making of a Mural (12:03–end). 

2 Complete student viewing worksheet to reflect on the mural’s purpose, creation, and 
symbolism. 

3 Discuss with class: What is the cultural and community impact of the mural? How does it 
challenge stereotypes? 

4 (Optional) Assign enrichment activity (mural design or research). Distance learners can 
access this via Edpuzzle. 

 
 

Student Product & Reflection 

Discussion & Short Responses 

• Five video questions (written in complete sentences) 

• Culture Connection responses: 

 – “What is it about community that is vital to people?” (3–5 sentences) 

 – Design a mural that represents your community (sketch or written description) 
 

Enrichment Options 

Students may choose one of the following: 

• Research a local mural: Who designed it? What stories or values are embedded in its 

design? 

• Design your own mural: Describe symbols, layout, and color choices. 

• Use digital tools like Google Slides, Storyboardthat, Flipgrid, or Loom to present 

mural concept. 

 

Assessment Criteria 
Category Points Criteria 

Video Response Accuracy 5 pts Answers are complete, thoughtful, and accurate. 

Culture Connection: Community 
Reflection 

5 pts Explains relevance of community clearly and 
personally. 

Culture Connection: Mural Design 5 pts Includes specific imagery, symbolism, and 
thought process. 

Total: /15 points 
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