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Lesson Plan: Ojibwe Language Books – Mille Lacs Band of Ojibwe 

 

 

Essential Questions 

• Why was it important to release these Ojibwe language books? 

• What is the connection between storytelling, cultural preservation, and language 

revitalization? 

• What makes translating oral stories into written form powerful and challenging? 

 

Minnesota English Language Arts Standards 

10.2.1.2 Write with command of grammar and mechanics to influence voice 
and style. 

10.2.2.2 Write to represent personal perspective, identity, and voice as a 
member of a global community. 

11.2.6.1 Write to create, engaging and orienting the reader, establishing 
context and narrative point of view, and applying basic and 
advanced literary techniques in various literacy forms. 

11.2.6.2 Write narratives, poetry, and other creative texts with details and 
effective technique to express ideas. Apply structural elements 
characteristic of the personal or autobiographical essay. 

10.3.1.1 / 11.3.1.1 Exchange ideas through storytelling, discussion, and collaboration, 
considering perspectives of Dakota and Anishinaabe people and 
others. 

 

Learning Goals 

• Engage in active listening and critical thinking in response to a documentary 

• Transform oral storytelling into written narrative using descriptive language 

• Practice writing in first-person point of view to capture voice and emotional tone 

 
 

Media & Research Resources 

Type Title 

       Video Native Report: Ojibwe Language Books – Mille Lacs Band of Ojibwe  

    Web Resource Copy of viewing questions (provided to students) 

 

Student Final Product Options (choose one): 
Students will use the video and worksheet responses as inspiration to create one of the following 
narrative-based products, using descriptive first-person voice and details from a real oral story 
they gather. 

• A one-page first-person narrative based on an elder’s story 

• A personal essay that reflects the structure and tone of the video stories 

• A spoken-word style storytelling piece (written, but for performance) 

• Another creative narrative form (must be teacher-approved) 
 

    Note: This is a first draft and may be developed further through revision or writer’s workshop. 

Grade Level 10–12 Time Needed Two 50-minute class periods 

https://www.pbs.org/video/ojibwe-language-books-dl2rz2/
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Lesson Breakdown 

Class Period 1: 

• Watch the Native Report segment 

• Complete guided video worksheet 

• Discuss the challenges and value of turning oral stories into written narratives 
 

Class Period 2: 

• Interview an elder (or someone you look up to) outside of class time 

• Write their story using first-person perspective, capturing their tone and emotions 

• Share and discuss stories with the class 

 

Discussion Questions 

• What was it like turning someone’s spoken story into a written one? 

• What challenges did you have in writing this story? 

• Why is it important to use descriptive language in writing stories? 

 
 

Assessment Criteria 

Category Exceeds Expectations Meets Expectations 
Needs 

Improvement 

Storytelling 
Skill 

Captures voice, tone, and 
emotion of original story 

Reflects key message and 
tone of storyteller 

Lacks depth, 
voice, or clarity 

Descriptive 
Language 

Vivid, emotionally engaging, 
and detailed 

Includes clear sensory and 
emotional detail 

Basic or limited 
description 

First-Person 
Voice 

Seamlessly told from the 
perspective of the elder 

Maintains consistent first-
person voice 

Unclear or 
inconsistent point 
of view 

Structure & 
Clarity 

Well-organized and 
polished 

Logical and readable flow 
Lacks organization 
or polish 
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