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Lesson Plan: Poet Laureate Kimberly Blaeser 

 

 
Essential Questions 

• Why do poets like Kimberly Blaeser use everyday or colloquial language in their 
work? 

• How can poetry help us “look again” at the world and imagine change? 

 
Learning Goals 

• Students will observe and transcribe natural spoken language. 
• Students will compose a poem using only language they’ve recorded from real-world 

conversation. 
• Students will reflect on the use of colloquial language in poetry and what it reveals about 

identity, perspective, and voice.  
 

Media & Research Resources 
Type Title 
       Video Poet Laureate Kimberly Blaeser – Native Report 

       Poem Kim Blaeser – Full Poem 

 
Activity Sequence 

Day 1: Observation & Transcription 
• Students will sit in a public or social space where others are casually conversing (e.g., 

lunchroom, hallway, or family gathering). 
• For 10–20 minutes, students will write down snippets of natural conversation, paying 

close attention to: 

o Informal or colloquial speech 
o Repetitions, pauses, or nonstandard phrases 
o Emotional tone and imagery 

• Students will reflect on what they noticed about how people naturally speak compared 
to formal writing. 

Day 2: Found Poetry Writing & Discussion 
• Using only the transcribed language from Day 1, students will write a short free verse 

poem (~4 lines or more). 
• Emphasis is on experimentation—not perfect form. 
• Students will share poems with a partner or small group. 
• Hold a class discussion using guiding questions below. 

 
Discussion Questions 

•  How is speech different from writing? 
•  What made this kind of poetry fun, strange, or difficult? 

Grade Level 8–12 Time Needed 2 class periods 

https://www.pbs.org/video/poet-laureate-kimberly-blaeser-roxswc/
http://levurelitteraire.com/kim-blaeser/
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•  If your poem were published, how might a reader interpret it? 
•  Why do you think Blaeser blends Ojibwe, colloquial English, and formal poetic style? 
•  In what ways can this type of language use be powerful in poetry or storytelling? 
•  What surprised you most during this activity? 
 

 
 

Optional Enrichment 
• Invite students to subscribe to Kim Blaeser’s or another Indigenous poet’s work online 

and write a reflection on one poem that stood out to them. 
• Extend the poem assignment by allowing revision using poetic devices (alliteration, 

repetition, imagery) while still keeping the original voice. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


