QOPBs

Lesson Plan: Round Lake Traditions — The Art of Appliqué

] Grade Level ‘ 9-12 ‘ Time Needed | 3 class periods

Essential Questions
e How do geometry, storytelling, and art intersect in Indigenous regalia-making?

Learning Goals
e Apply geometric modeling and transformation tools to a real-world Indigenous art form.
e Develop original applique-inspired visual designs that demonstrate congruence,
symmetry, and cultural understanding.
e Write a structured informational essay comparing the student's own design process with
Herb Fineday’s artistic method.

Media & Research Resources
Type Title
. Video | Native Report: Round Lake Traditions — The Art of Appliqué

Minnesota State Standards
Mathematics Standards (2007 + 2022 Drafts)

9.3.1.3 Understand and apply units in physical measurement problems.

9.3.3.6 Apply properties of congruent/similar figures to solve problems.

9.7.5 Use visualization/modeling to analyze geometric relationships in Dakota
and Anishinaabe cultural forms.

9.7.9 Develop precise geometric models from real-world contexts.

9.8.1t09.8.4 Make formal constructions, perform transformations, and reason with
2D shapes.

Visual Arts Standards (HS)

5.9.2.2.1&5.9.2.2.2 Investigate and plan visual themes.

5.9.2.3.1&5.9.2.3.2 Synthesize visuals and ethical artmaking processes.

5.9.5.9.1 &5.9.5.10.1 Connect personal, social, and cultural experiences with artistic creation.

English Language Arts Standards

9.7.2.28&11.7.2.2 Write informative/explanatory texts that examine complex ideas

clearly, using structure, examples, transitions, and appropriate tone.

Daily Lesson Outline
Day 1
Day1 e Watch the video and discuss the cultural significance of Herb Fineday’s work.
e kFreeze video at key time stamps (0:10, 0:58, 1:03, 2:07, 2:47, 6:53) and
sketch examples.
e Insmall groups, describe the geometric properties of one design using
correct terminology (e.g., symmetry, congruent shapes, interior angles).
e Share with the class.
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https://www.pbs.org/video/round-lake-traditions-2ewxj2/
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Day 2 Create your own design (skirt, vest, or shirt pattern) inspired by Ojibwe
applique traditions, emphasizing geometric accuracy and cultural
responsibility.

Use tools such as compass, Mira, paper folding, or tech to construct precise
patterns.

Finalize artwork using colored paper as a mixed media piece with a focus on
symmetry, reflection, and transformation.

Day 3 Werite a 4-5 paragraph explanatory essay analyzing the intersection between

geometry and Ojibwe applique art.

Include reflections on your own design process and comparison with
HerbFineday’s artistic and cultural journey.

Share final pieces and written reflections with peers.

Student Final Product Options (choose one):

Mixed Media Artwork

e A geometric design (vest/skirt/shirt) showing symmetry and transformation.
e Must be original and respectful of cultural contexts (no direct copying of Herb’s

work).

e Constructed using colored paper and geometry tools.

Explanatory Essay (4-5 Paragraphs)

e Paragraph 1: Introduction — geometry and art intersection

Paragraph 2: Overview of Herb Fineday’s applique practice
Paragraph 3: Reflection on your own creative process
Paragraph 4: Cultural meaning and personal insights
Paragraph 5 (optional): Conclusion or deeper implications

Assessment Criteria

Category

Exceeds Expectations

Meets Expectations

Needs Improvement

Geometry
Application

Accurate, creative, well-
labeled use of geometric
tools and reasoning

Shows good use of
congruence and
symmetry in design

Lacks precision or
misunderstanding of
geometric concepts

Artistic Planning
& Execution

Reflects cultural respect,
planning, and originality

Meets basic
requirements with
clear intent

Little planning or cultural
thought evident

Explanatory
Essay

Thoughtful, well-
organized, and engaging

Covers required
elements clearly and
accurately

Disorganized or missing
key components

Collaboration &
Discussion

Strong peer engagement
and thoughtful
contribution

Participates in
discussion and
feedback

Limited interaction or
effort
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