QOPBs

Lesson Plan: Teaching During Pandemic Times — Brian Kingfisher

’ Grade Level ‘ 10-12 ’ Time Needed ‘ 20-30 minutes (1 class period) ‘

Essential Questions
e How does distance learning affect students and teachers?

Learning Goals

e Students will express their own experiences with distance learning and relate them to
college learners.

e Students will evaluate the unique challenges of teaching and learning Indigenous
languages online.

e Students will identify the benefits and drawbacks of digital instruction across various
subjects.

e Students will reflect on how language is transmitted and the importance of visibility,
sound, and face-to-face connection in language revitalization.

Minnesota State Standards
English Language Arts

9.3.2.1 Adapt communication to different contexts and audiences, using
formal English when appropriate.

10.2.1.2 Write with command of grammar and mechanics to influence voice
and style.

10.3.1.1 Engage in discussion and collaboration, including Dakota and

Anishinaabe perspectives, and express one’s own ideas and
experiences.
10.3.3.1 Thoughtfully analyze and create written, oral, and digital content for
appropriate purposes and audiences.

Social Studies Standards

17.6.1 Examine identity and ways of knowing from Dakota and Anishinaabe
voices.
20.6.2 Understand Dakota and Anishinaabe interactions and how they view

their own histories.
World-Readiness Standards for Learning Languages

Language Comparisons Investigate and compare languages and how they function.
Relating Cultural Understand how culture influences language practices and values.
Practices to Perspectives

Lifelong Learning Reflect on progress and set goals in language learning.

Media & Research Resources
Type Title
. Video | Native Report — Teaching During Pandemic Times (Begin clip at 19:19)
Activity Sequence

Integrity | Respect | Community | Learning | Creativity | Curiosity



https://www.pbs.org/video/teaching-during-pandemic-times-sojtcm/
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o Native Report feature on Brian Kingfisher adapting Anishinaabemowin teaching to
remote learning at the College of St. Scholastica.

e Watch the Video

e Complete Student Worksheet

o Students answer comprehension and reflection questions on the challenges of virtual
learning, particularly in Indigenous language instruction.

¢ Class Discussion & Personal Comparison

o Students discuss their own learning experiences during the pandemic and draw
parallels to Brian’s observations.

Student Prompts & Reflections
e How was Brian Kingfisher’s and CSS students’ experience with distance learning similar to
your own?
e What were Brian’s main concerns about teaching Anishinaabemowin online?
e Why is it especially important to teach Anishinaabemowin without a mask?
e What advice does Brian offer students and teachers?

Culture Connection Reflection
Write 1-2 paragraphs in response to the following:

o Reflect on your own experience with distance learning. Which classes were most
difficult and why? What strategies or formats helped you succeed?

e Consider how your grade level or age may have impacted your learning style. Do you
believe distance learning is more effective for older students? Why or why not?

Enrichment Activities (Optional)

o Digital Tools Reflection: List and evaluate all the digital tools or platforms used in
your school experience since 2020. Which were helpful? Which were challenging?

o Language Loss Research: Investigate endangered Indigenous languages. Choose one
language, summarize efforts to preserve or revive it, and share a success story.

e Multimedia Creation: Use tools like Flipgrid, TikTok, Loom, or Google Slides to
record a short video or digital story about language learning challenges and successes
during COVID-19.

Note: These activities total 35 points and may include individual or small group
presentation.
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