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Lesson Plan: Tweed Museum “Intersections” – Telling Stories Through Native Art 

 

 

Essential Questions 

• How does visual art tell stories, preserve memory, and connect past and present? 

 

Learning Goals 

• Students will connect paintings to historical and cultural contexts. 

• Students will explore personal responses to artwork. 

• Students will create visual art that tells a personal or cultural story. 

 

Minnesota State Standards 

Art Standards 
MN 4.1.3.5.1 Describe the personal, social, cultural, or historical contexts that 

influence the creation of visual artworks including the contributions of 
Minnesota American Indian tribes and communities. 

MN 4.1.3.5.2 Describe how visual art communicates meaning. 

 

Media & Research Resources 

Type Title 

       Video 
Native Report: Tweed Exhibition “Intersections” 
Segment begins NR 1408, Segment 1 

 

Activities Outline 

Step Activities 

1 Watch the Native Report segment on the Intersections exhibition. 

2 Discuss students’ impressions using guided reflection questions (see below). 

3 Have students choose a moment from their lives that they would like to preserve or honor 
visually. 

4 Students will draw or paint a piece that tells that story, paying attention to details that 
convey emotion, time, setting, and meaning. 

5 Students will present their artwork and explain its meaning to peers. 

 

Student Final Product Options (choose one): 

• A drawing or painting of a personal story, moment, or cultural experience. 

• Each student writes or shares a few sentences explaining what the image means to 

them. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Grade Level 4–5 Time Needed 1–2 class periods 

https://www.pbs.org/video/tweed-exhibition-intersections-kyklyd/
https://www.pbs.org/video/tweed-exhibition-intersections-kyklyd/


 

 

Integrity | Respect | Community | Learning | Creativity | Curiosity 

Assessment Criteria 

Category Exceeds Expectations Meets Expectations Needs Improvement 

Art Connection 
Makes a clear connection 
between image and 
message 

Story is visible in the 
artwork and message is 
shared 

Connection is 
unclear or 
incomplete 

Creative 
Expression 

Strong use of color, 
symbolism, and detail 

Visuals convey story with 
effort 

Visuals lack detail or 
effort 

Oral/Written 
Reflection 

Clearly explains meaning, 
mood, and message 

Provides thoughtful 
explanation 

Minimal or 
incomplete 
explanation 
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